
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Wednesday, 23 November 2011] 

 p9635b-9636a 
Hon Norman Moore 

 [1] 

Mining and Petroleum Industry — Approvals Process Review — Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 
Resumed from 12 August 2009. 

Motion 
Hon NORMAN MOORE: I move — 

That the statement be noted. 

This statement was made a long time ago—namely, 12 August 2009. It was a statement that I made at the same 
time as I tabled a report from an industry working group looking at mining approvals processes. I will not waste 
the chamber’s time with a long conversation about this matter, other than to say that in 2008 when we became 
the government, according to ResourceStocks magazine, which is a magazine that assesses the attractiveness of 
various mining jurisdictions for investment, Western Australia was the least attractive of all Australian states. In 
the very latest ResourceStocks magazine report that came out about a month or so ago, Western Australia 
equalled first in Australia—equal with South Australia—and indeed equalled third in the world. I think that 
demonstrates very clearly to anybody who is interested in this matter that we have in fact put in place significant 
improvements to the approvals processes for mining and exploration activities in Western Australia. I am very 
proud of the work that is being done by the Department of Mines and Petroleum and the very excellent website it 
has created that enables companies to track their approvals processes online. It also enables the department to 
publish online the results of its approvals processes. By doing this, of course, the department makes itself a 
public target if it does not get the results right, but it is prepared to go out there and be transparent and up-front 
about its success or otherwise and tell the mining community whether it is succeeding in the work it does. 
Therefore, we are making good progress in this area. That is not to say that the rigour of the approvals system 
has been diminished in any way; the time lines have improved. As members know, time is money and companies 
that want to invest money in Western Australia should be given the opportunity to do that at the earliest 
possibility, subject of course to all the other constraints that we put in their path by virtue of the regulatory 
requirements for exploration and mining in Western Australia.  

Question put and passed. 
 


